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INTRODUCTION

The present sloka-pusparijali to Vyasa is a sequel to
and outcome of the one I brought out earlier on the
occasion of the Rama-navami, a collection of poets’
homages to Valmiki and the Ramayana.

Valmiki and Vyisa have been the two eyes of the
people and their epics the Ramayana and the Mahabharata
have conditioned their mind and lives; the formation of
national character, the norms of behaviour and moral
standards which the people have striven to uphold, and
the hopes and aspirations which have animated them
through the centuries of their long history, all these they
owe ultimately to these two epics.

In a way, the Mahabharata, as also the personality of
Vy#isa, had attained greater magnitude, compared to the
Ramayana and Valmiki. The Mohabharata had become a
veritable thesaurus of wxsdom, and Vyasa is not only the
author of this fifth Veda, as the epic has been described,
but the codifier of the four Vedas themselves, the promul-
gator of all the Purinas and the expounder of the
Vedinta. Indeed, what would be left of the foundations

of Indian culture without the contnbutmns associated
with his name ?

In this sheaf of homages to Vyésa there are therefore
sections devoted not only to the poet and his epic, inclu-
sive of the Bhagavadgita, but also to the other literary
heritage traditionally associated with the sage, particularly
the Vedanta and the Purapas.
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These homages to Vyasa and the legacy bequethed by
him are taken from the Great Epic itself and its comment-
aries, from the Puranas and the commentaries on some of
them, from the classical poets and dramatists, from the
S'astrakiras who expounded the Vedanta (Brahma) Siitras,
inclusive of the great Sankara and the commentators of
the different schools of Vedanta. The tributes to Vyasa in
person come first; then come those that speak of him
particularly with reference to Veda and Vedanta; this is
followed by a section on the Mahabharata and at the end
come the verses on Puranas and their mahatmya. As in
the case of the collection on Valmiki and the Ramayana,
here too unpublished works in manuscripts are as much
drawn upon as those in print.

Pandits A. M. Srinivasacharya and S. Sambandan,
of the Purana Staff, have assisted me.

In the end is a tabular statement of the Vyisas of the
different epochs which will be useful to those who are
interested in the concept of Vy@isa and its rolein the
cultural history of the country. In each age, at each
crisis, a Vyasa is manifested to resurrect Dharma and
promulgate the teachings. .

There are verses which set forth the biographical and
personal details and the different names of Krsna Dvaipé-
yana Vyisa, son of Parasara, figuring as a character in his
own epic. There are then the verses which try to picture
i “personality, his sage-appearance, and his sanctifying
ﬂﬂﬁ“&plﬁfﬁﬁgeﬂe’s‘e’me. He is the archetype of a muni,
Ce e S0P thedpid ife ] and elsewhere, it is said
R e ﬁ%’r&wWa%yﬁif'a:’aﬁiﬂgﬁ‘iﬁi '48" none_else
could have composed the Maﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ.‘” bne s38bsV odi
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The poets’ homages are especially noteworthy for the
play of their fancy and the variety of wAays by which they
bring out the greatness of Vyasa and his contributions,
To the poets, the two epics are the primary exemplars of
their art, and some of their tributes are jointly to both
Valmiki and Vyasa, whom Dhanapila aptly likens to the
Sun and the Moon. 4

The best of the tributes are those poured on tﬁsé
Mahabharata, which is not only a Kavya, but also a S’é.s}tll:ra
and a Slastra of all the four Purusarthas. But for.ltff;x;é
Bharata, the world would have been blind, as thefe}ﬁié
itself says, and man would have been a mere machin{e{,ﬁ,éé
Dapdin puts it. According to the epic’s own wlé;éﬁ,
Truth and Immortality constitute the body of the Bﬁ!éi-%jgp),
and to those who have listened to it, there is r}gﬁgog%
enjoyable thing that will appeal. ¢ Uphold Dharmg, g’fﬁ’?"
it will flow whatever you need of Artha and Kama>
procluims the Bharata-Savitri. Every work is ¢otitained
in it, as everything is, in ether; and there fs‘*‘ﬁ’&*&é’téi"?
going about which does mnot derive sustenante fi‘dﬁi‘i‘tfj
even as there is no body which can subsist w;i"thcfﬁf-“?&ﬁki.‘
It is a treasure-house even as the ocean or thé “Hfif414y45"
Indeed, what is in it is found elsewhere and %whaf s 4dsf
in it cannot be found elsewhere. g eids “‘d“géi'ff?iff‘«'!

The tributes 1o the Purdnas mention tlfg.r;lf;l-lr-i;% Mﬁé‘l
hensive nature of this literature ; they erﬁ%félse%a}?’pnok
only do the Puranas supplement the Wﬁh‘yt they are
also necessary to understand the V%dgg Rpr erly ; they
extol the Purdna as of equal or even greater’ importance
then the Vedas; according to the Skanda, the Purina
contains things not contained in Sruti and Smrti and the
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Matsya says that the Puranas issued forth from Brahman’s
face first and then the four Vedas. Especially for the
Kali age, there is no greater Dharma than their propa-
gation and reading and listening to their exposition.

It is the last mentioned, the importance of the
Purina, that has prompted His Highness the Maharajah of
Banaras and the All-India Kasiraja Trust established by
him to launch upon the work of preparing critical edi-
tions of the Puranas, of their study and the bringing of
their teachings to the people at large. The critical
edition of the Purdanas is one of the largest Indological
research undertakings of India and yet it is not the only
objective of the Trust. The aim is to establish under
the Trust a full VYASA INSTITUTE which will devote
its attention to all the departments of Vyasa’s contri-
butions as seen in the homages collected in this volume.

The venue of the Kasiraja Trust, Ramnagar, goes by
the name VYASA-KASI, the place hallowed by Vyasa’s
sojourn. It isinfront of the Vyisa shrine here that some
time back, when His Highness and the undersigned were
discussing about this Puriana project, the latter was
persuaded to co-operate in the dedicated task of dis-
charging this greatest and most difficult of the accumu-
lated Rgi-rnas. May VYASA himself help us to atiain
JAYA in this task!

TH AT T ARG |
€7 SEEAW: JUNGETIE, |

V. RAGHAVAN
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